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I. Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "orioinallv filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 and 70 1 7)f 



Description, Pages 

1-9 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-16 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/1 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authoritv in th^ 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23- 1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international apolication the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go bevond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. aisciosure 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written seauenre 
listing has been furnished. H 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since thev havp 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). ' 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed tn thi* 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial apDlicabilitv 
citations and explanations supporting such statement y ' 

.1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 3, 6-11, 14 

No: Claims 1,4,5,12,13,15,16 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 6 

No: Claims 1-5, 7-16 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-16 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Section V 

• The following document is taken into consideration: 

D1: DATABASE EMBASE [Online] ELSEVIER SCIENCE PUBLISHERS, 

AMSTERDAM, NL; 1992 KANG N ET AL: The pathological effects of glove 
and condom dusting powders' Database accession no. EMB-1 992360237 
XP002244048 & JOURNAL OF APPLIED TOXICOLOGY 1992 UNITED 
KINGDOM, vol. 12, no. 6, 1992, pages 443-449, ISSN: 0280-437X 

1. Novelty 

It is known in the art that calcium carbonate (CaC0 3 ) and magnesium carbonate 
(MgC0 3 ) powders are used on latex gloves as well as on condoms in order io 
facilitate processing and the use thereof (of. D1, abstract). 

Calcium carbonate (CaC0 3 ) and magnesium carbonate (MgCCU are inorganic 
compounds which are substantially water insoluble while powders are particles 
including spherical particles having a particle size of less than 100 nm. 

Hence, the dusting powder mentioned in D1 fall within the scope of present 
invention and therefore destroys novelty of claims 1, 4, 5, 12, ? 3, 15 and 16. 

2. Inventive Step 

With the exception of claim 6 referring to a specific spherical basic magnesium 
carbonate for which unexpected effects have been shown in relation to the 
standard magnesium carbonate, no inventive step can be acknowledged since the 
subject matter represents merely conventional modifications and variation. For 
instance, spray drying is a very well known technique for producing spherical 
products. 

Hence claims 1 to 5 and 7 to 16 does not fulfil the requirements of Art. 33(3) PCT. 

3. In this context, it should be mentioned that the frequent use of the term 
"substantially" renders the scope of claims 1 and 15 unclear. 

In addition claim 2 is not clear in its scope due to fact that the circularity factor of 
standard magnesium carbonate is not fixed value but may depend on various 
conditions, such as the production process thereof. Further, the circularity factor 
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(even if properly defined in the description) is an unusuai parameter which in 
general is unknown for inorganic microparticulates with the exception of those 
compounds mentioned in the description. Since it cannot be determined whether 
or not a selected inorganic compound has the required circularity factor, said 
factor cannot be used to distinguish the inorganic compound from the prior art 
compounds. 
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